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“Cinémoi” a British Channel to spread the French culture
The French Cinema has arrived...Will the doors be open?

If the French cinema industry and the French TV programs consider themselves in “shadow”
universally, as well as in the Middle East where English programs take the lead. Now, a new project
coming out from London came to light, aiming at compensating this and rather answering a question
which was asked years ago: can we consider the absence of the French language from the Middle
Easterners screens (Arabs specifically) an intentional policy and “conspiracy”, or is it a supply-
demand operation where programs in the English language are always prevailing on the French
ones? (Even in France itself!). The most important thing is that practically, time has come to
investigate this issue through monitoring the turnout on this project, whether it will be heavy, light
or even non-existent.

“Cinemoi” is the name of the project which has launched in the UK, and from the published data of
the new network, is a “French Movie Channel”. But the reality is that the channel is dedicated for
both movies and television at the same time and more than that, the “Cinemoi”’ channel is a
celebration of French style and culture, starting with a special coverage of Cannes Film Festival, to
other movies and series and different programs.

When it comes to contemporary films in the French cinema, “Cinemoi” noted that it is broadcasting
a minimum of 20 new films per month, adding up to 250 per year. This number surpasses the total
French movie yearly production, which means that the channel will broadcast old French movies and
French productions from Francophone countries (Africa, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, etc...). The
channel also announced that it will broadcast 52 long interviews with prestigious figures from the
movie industry including producers and actors. Celebrities have also spoken about the channel, for
instance, Micheal Caine is “watching the channel’s programs all the time”, while Charlotte Rampling
advises French movies lovers to “try to watch “Cinemoi” because it is great”, as for Jack Lang the
French Minister of Education in Francois Mitterand presidency epoch, whose dreams came true
when this universal channel saw the light, he quotes: “it is a wonderful channel to spread the French
culture”.

And they weren’t the only ones who welcomed the channel. The French & the British press also
welcomed this channel and are continually praising it for bringing a solution to reinstate the French
culture and movie which were subject to regression all over the world.

To mention that one of the new announced programs to be broadcasted is “Mafiosa”, plus movie
shows about the French suburbs, 15 movie shows for Alain Delon and new fashion show programs.
In addition, there will be a new season for movies about Paris entitled the “City of Light”, a special
football season, 15 movies for Jean-Luc Godard, and the 2nd season of Charming Ladies in the
French cinema...

It is obvious that it will be difficult to resist this channel, but one question remains: will these French
programs hit the elite French speakers also in countries like Lebanon, Egypt & Maroc to reach a
wider audience?



